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The Inside Story of Labour’s

Extraordinary

Speaking on the Address in Reply in the
Guesnslnnd  Parliament on Srd September,
1828, ihe Becretary for Mines (Hon, E. A.
Athereon, M.L.A.), who was received with
Government cheors, said: 1 would, first of
oll, like to congratulate you, Mr. Bpeaker,
o the high prosition you have atbnined in
this House, [ am espocially pléssed, ns one
of the Northern mombiers, to have the honour
of having vou as Speaker upon my intro-
duction to this Assembly.

I nlso econgraiulate the electors of Bulimba
upon having had the honour of electing the
first ludy member of the Quecnslond Porlia-
ment. Vo the hon. member herself T offer
my sincore congrafulations upon the con-
rmq:nf manner  in  which she won the
Bulimba scat. The wonderful victory that
she achieved in doing so has thrilled Quoons-
Innd and showed that on this ooccasion
*Wright was wrong.” [(Laughior.) 1 also
cofgrninlate  the Iilrcl-.n member on the
splendid speech she made, and I congratu-
late my noxt-door colleague, the how, member
for Cook, on the splendid speech with which
ho soconded the Address in Reply, It is
alearly evident thot the hon. member who
represents the Cook constituency will not
prove as silent as was the lote member,

Mr. Beuce: Don't be dirty,

The BECRETARY FOR MINES: That
statement 18 -quite clean; I always play
fair, I take my place in this Assembly as

Soarotary for Mines, and at this juncturo I
should like bo assuro you, Bir, and hon.
mombors  that Quaena.nné possesios b

solutely the richest mine in the Common-
wealth,

Mr Dmvok: Who told you that?

Labour's Lamentable [nefficiancy.

The BECRETARY FOE MINES: I have
nined that experience during the short time
that I have been Becretary lﬂ:nr Mines, But,
unfortunately, that mine has been so un-
sympathetically, carclessly, and badly
managed that its timber structure has almost
duonyed, mine hag becomn flooded with
wator, and guite n considernblo quantity of
tho ground work hes caved in, As vou are
aware, Mr. Bpeaker, when a mine reaches
such o stage of disuss, it requires o period
of perhaps years -mi tremendous expenso
to dowater the mine and restore it to the
stute of high oficioney whiclh oxisted por-
haps ten or twelve rz before. ming
o which T refer f3 this wonderful State
of Queansland. The administration to.which
wi have been subjected over tho past fouwr-
tecn yoars hos brought
cilly to the brink of
wlthongh it is-no easy to restora ens-
land te its original sound, pmatgmm L
dition, given o little time, t B
Government  will restoro tho Btute to  the
happy position that it enjoved Ffoorteen or
fiftoen years sgo. gx-Minister of
Crown, when lﬂ:ﬂ_-ﬁﬂg the other day {rom
the Opposition benches, doubted the wisdom
of the Premier in appointing two polition]
novices &0 his Cabinot.
that, if the whele of the Cabinet were com-
posed of poviees, thoy could not be gui
of o more lamentable display of inefficiency
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Transactions

and dinsstor than we sufforod ot the Heodsof
the past Labour Cobinet.

Goverssent Mismens : Heor, Loar |

My, DugR: The Premice selectod tha List
muterial available,

Thoe BECRETARY FOR MINKS: I
accept that compliment from the hon, men-
ber, - Tt @8 my intention to do my very
biest in the interests of the Blale os o whala;
but, oven if I did my vory worst, [ could
net  exesrd  the roinetion of the  post
Administrmtion,

Broad Wision Essential,

I havo iho honour to “opresent an elec-
torute of which you have all no doubt heard
mention in this Asembly, I vefer to the
oloctornte of Chillagoe, 1 rogard it pa &
high compliment to have the housur of
representing the electorate of Chillagos, In
view of tho presont finencinl position  in
Quuoensland, and in  view of conditions
generally, it is necessary that these who
control the destinies of the State should be
possessed of brond wvision in order to im-
prove the present condition. [ say with-
out fear of contradiction that npo other
clectornte in Queensland  hes o groster
possibility of being able to do that jhan
the Chillngos electornte which T have the
honour of pepréseuting. A gronter quantity
of walbrnm and bismuoth has been won from
the Chillagos electorate  thin from  any
other country of the same area in any part
of the wnri{d. There is no reasom why
Chillagoe should not produce as much in the
future as in the post. Chilligos slso holds
the prouwd position of having the second
lurgest silver mine in Quesnsland, Thers
also heppeos to be in my cloctorate a dis-
trict of which possibly a fow hon. members
may have heavd, and that district i
Mungans.

Goverssent MeusERs: We
about that before.

The BFEAKER : Order!

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: I have
the honeur of representing Mungans, which
s pnrt of the Challagoe elestornto: and T do
jlppu “‘!_ﬁt- I'II.Iril:lg t noxt Few yenrs Mun-
gina will not be locked upon in such an
unsnvoury light as in the pasg bun that it
will onee again become o wealth-producing
district, and be loaked upon not only by the
publie, but by Quecnsland and the 5umm¢n-
wenlth, and even by peoplo right noross the
#2008, in a more fovourable mannor than it
has bocu during the last fivo or six years,

o Mr, Cowmaxs: You are indulging in
innuendoss,

have heard

A Smellful Business.

Mr. Kxreo: There i i
ness about hiinng:;:, ::nuq;:af Al i

The SECEETARY FOR MINES: It may
not be out of place for maminanbh:ﬁlht

hare what was done in regard to the

atn mive, 1 do oot intend o get down
tin tacks; tho whols. datasls il shestly
Bo-?vlﬂﬂ& for tha mlwmhnﬁm
cople; but suffice it to suy, in order to lot
EO.EI. membears lnow ﬁw.puj. ; MW
) S R il
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Mungann mine at one lime was lying idle
and was nol considered warth while for tho
Government to take up.  As a matior of
fngt, the hon. member for Coirns, when
addressing the Townsville Labour Convon-
tiot, was asked why he hed pot epened uL{
someo of the #ilver-lend mines in Nort
Quecnsiand, and Lie replied l.hu.'l._].lﬂl ana wonld
think of taking op such a ming with lend
at £20 per ten, with any hope of making it
[y, Il:‘hm do wo notually fAnd was the
casa? They waitod for o considerable period,
and, whon lead rose to £40 tiom, I corm-
toak up Mungans and worked it for

pany 1
n congidernbln period, Lend dropped anm
tn £22 168 por fon, and tho Ezur:n-na and
Gasyernment then turned round and  purc-

ehnaed Mungana fer £40,000. T nm spoaking
of o matter tlat 1 kiow something about.

AMr. Brree imterjectad.

Tha SECRETARY FOR MINES: I can
nEsUre hon., [ricnd that 1 know more
about ungana  and  Chillagoe  than he
imagines I do. I was born in the district,
and t have lived in the disteict all my life.
{Opposition interjections.) I clnim to know
somithing about my  elecborate—possibly
more  than some hon, moembers sitting
o the Opposition benches  know of their
oloctorates. Thot reminds me of the story
of o man coming from overscas to Queens-

land., He was asked, © What are you going
to do in Quesnsland?'t * 1-am E.-m i for
politics,” he said. He was osked further,

<O whot side??  The overscas man ewid,
“ 1 won't know until I get thore (Laugh-
ter.) I am not one of those men; 1 alwaya
know tho eolour of my politics,

Ar, Covcrsg: Innuendoes agwin,

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: No hon.
member in this House, or any man out of

this House, ‘hus tha slightest chance of alter-
mg my put:l:ua] convictiona.

GoverxmesT Mempens: Hoar, hear!

The Truth about Mungana.
After that they  elosed Chillagoe down,

und automatically with that clesure in
July, 1927, the Mungann mine coased to
function. What 1 take exception to s

the mapner i which Mungonn was closed
down, 1 do not think many ple are
aware of what bappened, but Tmt:an terl]
them  that, when ihe monsager wos given
instructions at 4 o'el one  afiernoon
1o close the mine up in the morning.
he appesled most e‘tmnlil'ly for two or threo
daya ?rncu in order that he could romove
ile valuable machinery. He was told that
1 i l.dil!c!.ll‘fu.] muachinery could stop there,
that the mine must be-«l in the morning.
The mansger sgain a ]\ml:.-:t in vain for the
opportunity of taking that  valunblo
machinery out of the mine; The resalt is
that to-day the mine is full of water, and
‘ £4,000 worth of machinory
Iying nuliwhcro boneath 600 and T00 feet of

water, The same romnrks l.lppiy to ity sister
mine, tho Lady Jone, in which over £4,700

worth of machinery 1% npow lviog in many
hundreds of foct of water. Later on, when
the Government did not consider it wise
to reopen Chillagos or work that mine, what
did we find? ‘They nimg}y allowed the loase
tioy yo, and handed Mungans once more
to Abern amd party. 1 do not blume the
Iattor party oné jotn for socopting the mine,
but T do not think that 2 per cent. of the

la of Queensland are aware that the
vovernment do not own the Girofla mine,

which is owned by o party of fiveror
individunls, to whom it was given in 1528.

Thut is tho troe position with regned
Mungana, Trom which it will be seen th
not only hes Mungana been  eraeified |
lenving voluable mochinery under wator, b
also hos been saceificed by the lease beir
allowed to lapse and to be taken wp |
Ahern amd eompany.

The day will come in Queensiand when
must realise that more poientific and wp-l
date mothode must be emploved in mind
activities, The day ia long since pust wh
the individual miner can go ont with |
pick aad ghoveol, make a ternporary wimnlla
and soratch a living out of the wenlth |
near the surfnco of the groond, The me
spfentific  methods  must be  adopted
oxploit the mineral wealth of the State.

T said n minute ago, wo all sgres th
the day iz past when these minea can
worked on the old ]'lﬂllhﬂ-*llfd- Eysbem.

Mr. Bauee: You have gobt to put 1
copper there that you have taken out.

Modern Scientific Methods.

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: T
capper and the lead sre still there, bat
have to adopt modern scientific methods
ennble us to treat oves profitably thet
are now dumping. TIn the past ths &
were picked out of the mines. I am T
referring so. much to gold mines, bul
eonnection with other mining we only pick
out the eyes, Out of every 100 tons of «
produced possibly 10 tons were troatod o
ihe other 80 tons were dumped.

Mr. Broce: Thd they not treat low-gra
ore abt Chillagoe?

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: Th
tronted o lot of low-grade ore. ‘They a
treatod ore that was not worth n soap

the 0 g5, but they purchased it from s
individunl. It was not out of their o
mine, The day has come when woe m

trent this low-grade ore ne & poyable p
position, becauso in nearly every other co
iry in the world they are treating ores of
lower grade than ores we aro domp
to-day, I we adopt scientifia mothods, w
the most up-to-date machinery, thoro is
paasan why similar low-grado ores can
ba troated in Queensland,

Mr. Brugk: Are you going to put up-
date muchinery in Ghillngoe? .

The BECRETARY FOR MINES: '
hon. member wanks to koow if wo are go
to put that machinery in Chillagoe. 1 thi
the muchinery at Chillagoe and BMungs
already cannot be so «] in any park
the world, especially the humen machin
that handled the financial side of it,

The present Government have lost no ti
in commeneing to clean up the mess
was left by the late party in power in o
neation  with Etatqﬁ:ntnrpufu mdhqtl
nom-payi ropositions, wns  hig
|||.I||1nu|mau:ir ?1313 Ethnr day when the Leader
the Opposition, by way of interjection, asl
the Heoretary for Labour and Indusicy w

e T Dot on the goodwill of the St
ool we g et L

CANNETY. L 1
lifs, and I never realised previously tha
business that was continually losing mo
had any goodwill whatsoever, e Bi

has a huge daficit, in &
euf:’tll;.:,huga amount that has been writ
i 10
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An Orposittox Messer interjected,

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: I have
bieon able to run o bosiness all my life, and
| have never worked for a day's wages in
wy lifo, and that is more than can b said
by some hon, members sitting on the Opposi-
fion benches, Thoy may havae tried to fun
a husiness, but the suecess that they antici-
pated was not met with, and they wers
forced back npon the wrges markel. 1 must
apologise. 1 said a moment sgo that T had
never worked for a day's wn%w.' oy life.
[ presume wages would include salnry, and,
in case that is so, [ wish to state that for
three months T have been o Cabivet Mintstor
and have boon drawing o salary,  But this
is the first timo in my life fhat T have
drawn & salary.

When the State was Struck a Deathblow.

Quecnsiand was strock nothing less thon o
donthblow when the right of frechold tenure
was takon from the psople.

I think s was in 1911 that the people were
given tho right of perpetusl lense if they
wished it. Prior to that, when it wis
aptionnl for a selector to tnlka mither a free.
hold or & leasehold, to show how popular
the lessohold  tonure was, whereas over
112000 acres wera tnken up in o one year
wnder  frocheld temure, only 2,000- acres
were taken up under the perpeiual loasehold
fonure, FEven when the Labour Govern-
ment put an Act through and saddled (he
perpetun] leasehold apstom on the people.
when thev. dissovered that it wos detrimentol
to the State, they should certainly have
romoved it. 1 am not blaming anyone,
becpuse the perey that never made o mistake
alss miver did much good: but they should
b broadminded enough, when they sce that
anything i seriously affeeling the welfare of
the State, to remove the obstnele. The only
wny to remove the obatacls iz lo allow the
people bo pevert o frechaobd.

1 have been convineid since T hava heen
in tho House for the last Few days that hon.
mombers oppesite are what T omight torm
more nnrrow-minded than T kad cver any
iden of before, As tho old seying s, there
are some peoplo who are as narrow in the
forohead as o snrding, and I honsstly belinve
that some of thess business people exist in
Bristane. T would refer io I:’ﬁv frechold
tonure in my own olectorate. 1 ropresenk
ibly the most cosmopolitun clectorate in
mml and, an  electorne  that  produces
nearly evory mineral lenown, the finest tim-
ber in the world, and is ons of the grestest
maize-producing  centres af Quoensland, and
alss pontaing the fnest dnirying coumtry in
Queenslond,  When gein through my elacs
tornte, T notieed the difference in the selee-
tions that were faken op under tho [rece
hold temure and these which were taken
? under the perpetan] leaschold tenure.
au had not the slighteat necessity bo nsk
people whether any place wes frechold or
werpetual lenschold, sanse you could seo

v the improvements on tho forms which
thay wape,

Look on This and them on That.

The  man  with = froohold  property
liad ve:ly‘ substontinl yards and  bails
for his dairy coneroted vight through, In
the case of the man whe had a pistua
leaschold, his dairy vards wore knee-deep
with mud. These people do not foel inclined

to spend money to put ap conorata buildings
on their [nrms, becaosc, first of all,
cannot raise tho capital to do it om  pets
potual leaschold tenuee; and, sccondly) the
more they improve their farms the more they
aro bixod for improving them. I think that-
Quesnaland is the only country in the world
where a man is taxed for D provingg the
property of the State

Mr. Hywes: You do uot keow much
abomk it

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: T
happen to know s grent desl aboutb il
havi done more farming than the hon. mem-
bor hos ever seon, and L know exactly what
1 am telking about. That was ano of the
desth-hlows that was dealt to CQuesnsiand,
T am glad to eay thoet it will only be a
very short time before the people of Quodns.
fand will again be able to say that thoy
gon take np o selection under the old free-
hold tonre.

Goveasuest Mewaens: Hear, hearl

The SECRETARY FOR MINES : To nny-
one with any ambition, to mnyous who likes
ta own n piecs of property, ard, later on,

ass it down as o heritoge to hia next-ol-

in, the [rechold tenure corteinly offers
mnrn attractions than does leaschald, uneder
which ‘s man knows that the pmportfv hie 15
improving to sach n high degree will nover
o his and he will nover be sble to hamnd
it down to n lator generatio.

Under A.W.U. Domination.

I have boen convinesd for yvears that the
st Government mever governed Qusncmns-
and. There wne never moy scerct about
who governed the Btate. L& wns the Aus-
iralinn Workers' Unien. A striking instance
of  that occurred at the time of the hig
trouble in Neorth Queenslnnd, when a very
high wuthority in the Government sarvics
gnid to the men, " T will aco that we poss
legislotion to do so and s0." What wns he
told by the sccrctary of the Anntralian
Workers' Union? 1 cannot toll you hers
pxnetly what he said, but it was to this
@it + ¢ O troubles nbout the Government
they ave nol runnin fiue-unﬂund. We. are.
The Governmonk wiﬂ o o we tell them.'
That is what happened in Clairns 1, oz
chairman of the ‘.',:Frlt'irm Mnrbour Board, was
ut tho timo discussing the motter with these
other two or thres individunla. So 1 connot
understand how anvbody can deny hers thit
the Australinn Workers” Union did contrdl
Gueensland,

Mr, Cottisa: The Employers” Federation
Fun o,

The BECRETARY FOR MINES: The
hon, member for Bowen interjects that the
Bmplovers® Fedoration run me, Al T ean
tell tsg, hon, membor s that I have nover
Lelonged to the Employors” Federation in
my life: o, if ho enn find my namo in their
books, 1 wiill forfeit my sont,

AMr. CoLLing: That does not make any
difference,

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: Now
tha hon. member, like n carpel snoke, i
teying to wriggle out of i,

Mr. Coitixa: Why are vou talking: ahout
carpet smakes? Why do yeu not play the
gnme

The SECRETARY TOR MINES: The

hon, member is wob accustomed  bo carpel
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snakes. He i accustemed to tiger and
diamnand snnlees—they are mare venomaua,

Labour's Lack of Acumen,

1 would like to deal with the Qosverpment’s
purchnse of the State stations aud the Jack
of knowledge they  displayed when  they
hought them, when ' the prices of cattle wore
right at their top They never wenk any
higher, nnd thoy staeted to full  admost
Cimmedintely, T find also thot thoir mu:t.b.qd
ol buying—in my avea they, bought six
stntions—was =uch that they did not buy
until somobody elan hnd actnnlly como along
and bought the stations, Them in o fow
werks thase persons possed them over te tho
Governmant—at what profit T am not abla
to tell at this juncture,

1 have ocoupied a good deal more time than
I expected, and now I want to refor nt soma
detnil to the truly extraordinary ngreemant
that the late Government made with Mr H.
€. Bleigh, of AMelbourne, in 1827, for tho
sale, of coal from the State coalmine at
Collinsville, Notice has been given of a
lot of questions on this point, snd possibly
many of them will bo answered now,

In his spooch delivercd on 26th August
in this House the hon, member for Padding-
ton, who was Minister for Mines at the
time the sgrecmoent was mado, ﬂﬁjﬂ that he
had paid Sr‘!inih!d nttention o this matior,
Later in his specch he said that the Bleigh
agreement was only for eoal for oversens
trade and overseas h'nllker:i_ng. yoi the agron-
ment to which the lute Minister paid detagled
pitention  definitcly  stotes that Sleigh s
pppoisted o sola and exclusive agent for
the Quocnsland Government for Bowen eoal
for bunkering overseas vesscels and for oxport
outside tho State, Tt is quite clear that t
hon, member for Paddington, ns Seorotary
fur Minee, had only a very vague idea of
the sontents of tho decument to which e
npponded  his signature,  Contraey to his
idea of ite contents Sleigh was given coal
at 0 cost of about 25 6d  per ton uoder the
cost of production, and from b= to bs, per
ton below the cost of conl to other pur
chascors, including interstate  vessols. his
agreoment, which mado him the sole and
cxclusive  agent.  included sales to other
States. 1 will deal further with this phase
of the guestion later on.

An Cerostrios Medpen: Next weels

The Master Mind.

The SECRETARY FOR KMINES: ‘_H‘-::u
will met it to-might, if 1 have time  The
point T wish to malke now ia that, although
the hom, momber for Paddington said on
Wadneadey lnst thet he paid detniled atten-
tiom to this maiter, and that he sigeed the
agreement with the very best dntentions in
venlity he knew sery litle at all about the
agreemont that be signed on behalt of the
Government. My opinion is that thers was
o mastor mind behind this agreoment, just
ni there was o tnaster mind  behind  tho

oline transnctions of the late Govermment
i connection with the Mungana mines,

Goversuesy Meusees : Hear, hear !
The SECRETARY FOR MINES: I do

not for n moment think that the hon. niem-
bar for Paddington had any renl grosp of
ihe cesentin] features of the Bleigh transac-
tion at all. I belicve that this fraosaction

was conceived by the trpo of business m
thut earricd through the Mungand tran:
tion bo such o sutecssful conclusion, and,
a lozser cxtent, the L i of mind t|l_u.t [
contgive to extrack from the public po
a sum of not less than £13 s doy
travelling oxpenses.  Theso wora the mir
Me. Bpeaker, that were belkind that g
meant, and not the mind of the hon, o
ber for Poddington. Under this pecu
agrecmont Mr, Harold Crofton Sleigh -
cmpowaered to demand from the Quesnsl
Gavernment 500 tons of the uswal merchs
able quality of Bowon cosl ovory bwes
four hours ot {he following prices, delive
on’ trucks at the mine: —

Per ton.
. A .
Teat soreened coal - a0
Run-of-mine conl roarl| |
Sereoned small conl 1 0

The agent on his part wns under no obl
tion whatever, except fo uso his best
donvours fo executn snle of the said con

An Extracrdinary Agrecment.

Two months prior to the signing of
extraordinary agrecmerit the matter
referred to the supervisor of State coalmi
who reported adversely spon . He poir
out that the avernpe cost of prodoc
of conl at that time weas 14s. 6d. a
nid atated that it was ir|1|1¢:\5.5;h|1: o o
the existing prices of 20s. a ton for scres
coal and 165, a ton for unserconcd ¢
Ho also pointed oot that the greater
snles of sopsoned eonl—the kind of conl
Mr. Bleigh would uira—the grester wi
b the cost of production bécause of
increase in the quantity of slack or o
which s practically unsaleabls, In s
of all this, the then Minister, the hon. o
boer for Paddington, signed the agreen
two mionths lntor, when conditions lad
changed in the slighiest degres, and
apparently did not konow that it dinch
interstate sales, On two or three occas
on Wednesday last he stoted that 81
hod to zell the coal overseas, and that
Bleigh agreement was only for eonl for o
sens irede mnd overseas bunkering, T
i+ another peculineity about this agrees
=it was made for s period of three e
vot  Me, Sleigh  was  under no ol
tion whotever to take the conl; he o
docide whether he tools 1t or not, jul‘l_ [
suited his interests, 1 notice, Mr. E-Em
that some of my [ricnds on  the 3]
tion benches have become quite lil.l
There was no elauas in the agrecmont
viding for an inereased purchosing pric
the event of increased cosis of productio
the Bowen State coalming, e win
the Bowen coal could rise to £2 per for
the pit head, and the cost of production o
rise to 204 per ton, yeb Mro Sledigh o
still demand 500 tone overy twonty-four b
at the price of 1l= 5d. per ton. I ask
Mr. Bpeakor and hon, membors, i the
membor for Paddington, a8 the Secre
for Mines, had really given detailed s
tipn to this agresment: [or, i he did
%'l,hn mponpi:bln lend of his deparis
and the rosponsible agent of the Quecns
Govornment, scting as irostes of m
maney, would he have appended his signs
1o =uch @ docoment?  Cerfainly e w
ok,
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And How It Worked Out.

Maving studied the terms of this wen-
dorful ngeoctnonl, perhaps it will now bo
interosting {0 find ot how it has netually
warked out in its operaticn. As hon, mom-
bers will pemember, the agreemens wos signod
in May, 1927, and wus for o period of thres
yoars. In the following financial yoar—that
1a, 1827-28—Mr. Sloigh disposnd ol 5,082 tona
15 cwt. of coal. J'Lll.‘il.o:u;h—l will stand cor-
rectad—the hon, member for Paddington said
Mr. Sleigh never sold ap ounce in tha first
twelve months, T say lo sold ~6,G62 tons
15 cwt, at an average cost to himself of
11s, 104d. per ton, though the cost of produs-
tion wos 11351 10d. per ton. In the (nancial
year 1928-20 ho purchased 27402 tons of
conl from the Bowen Stote conlmine, for
which he paid ot an average rate of approxi-
mately 11s 4d. per ton—the cost of produc-
tion being 144, per ton. {Oppesition inter-
jections.) 1 can word my own specch with-
aut the assistance of hon. members opposite;
a2 they will be quite satisfied to admit when
1 sm fnished,

Govensuest Meusms! Hear, hear!

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: Ovar
the whole of the period up te 30th June
lazt, tho nverage price Mr, 8leigh paid for
conl purchracd [rom the Bowen Stata cosl-
mine worked out ot 11s. 5d. per ton. I want
hon, membors to Jeep that figuee in mind,
because tha hon. moember for Paddington has
quiestioned the accuracy of my stalement as
to the prefite made by Mr. Sleigh undar
thiz agreoment, That is what I am now
coming to.

The SPREAKER: Order! The hon, gentle-
man hoa oxhausted the time allowed him
ynder the Standing Orders,

My, COSTELLO (Carnnrosn):
MOYe—

“ That the Secretary for Mines be

runfed an extonsion of time to enable
im to complete his speech.”

The BPEAKER: Is it the pleasura of
lion. membera thot the Secrutnr{ for Minos
b granted an extension of time

Hoxornrsnee Meweers: Hear, hesr!

The SECEETARY FOR MINER: I par-
tioalarly desire 1o thank lon, members for
their courtesy in granting mo an extension
of time, for I can assure them that this is
a most important guestion,

nveesuenT Mewnees: Hear, hewr!

I bag to

Important Matter for Consideration.

The BECRETARY FOR MINES: It hos
ulrendy enuscd a great deal of discussion in
this House, and it will oot be my fanli if it
does not creatn o lot moro dlintmszion,

Govenxuesry Muwpera: Hoenr, bear!

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: In
answor to o question asked by the hon mem-
ber for Cool, on 2Tth August last, 1 stated
ilnt Me, Sleigh bad roceived n concession
worth 5s. per ton of coal, equal in value for
his purchases for lost year to o sum o £6,864,
or m slling commission oquel to 306 per
cent.  Those ara Beures I gave to this Houss
tie other day, and I am proparcd lo stand
by them, irrespeclive of the statement e
by the hon. member for Paddington that they
wern nob correct, 1 definitaly state that they
are corceel,

Mr. Beoce: They are the gross figures.

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: The
lubo Secretury [or Mines fook exception to
my caleulations.

Me, Corass intorjected,

The BECRETARY FOR MINES: 1 can
prove that the hon. member for Bowen lina
not the faintost ides of what be is talking
ahout,  The hon, member [or Paddington
ptated lnst Wednesday ihat the sales profit
could not be calculated until we knew the
price at which Mr. E!mfh sold the coal. That
is porfectly true, and it 13 an important
matter for consideration,

Me. Posrock: Plus his costs.

The BECRETARY FOR :'-|I.NEB: It_ is
quite true alse that I am not in posacssion
af tho facts of Mr. Sleigh’s transsctions——

Mr. Peise: You will be.

The SECRETARY TOR MINES: Al
though I do know of one sale of Bowen
eonl to New Fealand nt 23, per ton f.o.b.

Mr, Buasin: By Hleight

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: There
i+ no doemand to =ell coal to New Fealand
bar through Mr. Sleigh, and he got 23a. per
ton Fot., which s equal to 1% per ton st
the pithend. Thersfore, on that lot of eoal
alone we lknow he made a profit in tho
vicinity of Ba, u fon. I considered that 1
made 0 very conservaiive  estimate of
Mr, Bleigh's profils umder this sgreement,
and 1 et no reason i the werld why 1
should altee that epinion, Hoen, mtmgem
opposite ennpob refile the stntements I have
mindi.

Mr. Porroox: Why did yvou leave some of
that man's ropart ot

State’s Tremendous Loss.

The BECRETARY FOR MINES: I am
mnking this speach, As I have admitted, I
hawe not any exact knowledge of Mr. Sleigh's
transactions. He has never given any infor-
mation to the department; be i mot that
type apparently, ot probably for very good
reasons of his own, 1t is quite evident that
the overseas trade he has developed is of
very little value, and ik cortainly does not
justify the sl of neatly 40,000 tous of coal.
mostly for ather States—not overseas—ot o
loas of approximately 2s. 6d. per ton or the
selling of Bowen e¢oal at 1ls. 5d. poer ton
when the prosent value ag the pithoad is in
the vicinity of 19s. per tom.

Mr, Cowims interjectoed,

The SECEETARY FOR MINES: Appor
ently the hon. member for Bowen hos g
idin of what o voice T have got, (Looghtor.)

Mr AZoLLINS antorjectod.
The SPEAKER : Orderl

The SRCRETARY FOR MINES: I wil
grease the machinery directly, mud they will
bo wound up by the timo I wm finished
(Renewad laughter.)

I hove given the Heuse sufficient informa
tion, 1 think. to prove that the Bleigh agree
sient which the late Minister soughl to excus
on Wednosday Inst is ong of the most disas
trous of a large number of similay trans
actions  during  the  regime of tha lot
Government, Mo one with any gumptio
would enter into an sgrecment to sell coo
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at a fixed price for a period of threo yoars
without nny proviso $o cover increnses in
valug or ingreases in cost of prﬂdudiuu. Ti
15 only noatural that anvene entering inio
an agreement of that nature would make
provizion for a sliding sczlo to cover increases
of decreases in eost of production; wet the
Bleigh agreement had no such provise,

Mr, Buaxp: It is mot o usanl practice in
the coal industey, either,

The BECRETARY FOR MINES: No ane
would agree to sell 800 tonsofscoal without
any obligation dn the part of the other
person to take any speeified quantity: noe
would any sane person sgree to sell at o
loss of 2s. 6d. per ton for intorstate trade
when any number of equally compotent
agents would b willing to perform  the
sulling  sorvice at o small commission of
1 or 2 por cont,

Minister Signs Blindfolded.

Before concluding I wish again to cefer
to the statement mode by the lato Minister
that he paid particular attention to that
ngreement, which he says he made with the
vory best intentions. T do not think se, My
opinion i thal the lnte Minister bad a ve
vague knowledge of the document whie
brir was sSignng.

Apain T ray it must have been a master
mind that concoived this particular trons
action, and the late Minister was merely o
tool in the hands of some ofher person,
honestly beliove that the late Minister was
not m party to that transaction, He signed
with his eyes blindlelded, and, after signing
it with his eyes blindfolded, he comes heee
and says he knows exactly what is in it. In
that connection I desire to offer the Housa
some  evidence which I feel sure will be
pecepted by Lon, members as it oan be sub
stantiatod right up to the hilt. I have in
my hand a statement on this subject signed
by Mr. Frederick Hart of the Abordara
Collicrics, Ipswich. T propose to rend this
statement  for the information of han,
e be rs—

* Prior to 1927, my father, John Hene
Hart, bought cevtain coal lands nui
secured options over adjoining lands in
Ipawich which mnminnrl] the well-known
Aberdare coal seam, To prove that this
land contained this seam he wont to
considerable experis: in putting down n
dinmond drill e, which proved that
}m seam  continued fo st least 1300

“He then secured a report from John
MeGoachie, who is recognised ns s lend-
ing mining engineer, and as this repork
WaS  Vory ffa.vanal.-ru. he drew Jup o
prospectis for o company with a eapi
B somsiar w2

“When this was comploted, e sent
o representative to Melbourne o inter-
view H, C. 8leigh, whom he heard might
be favourable to joining the company.

My, Bleigh became interested to the
extent of sending a 10-ton sample to, 1
beligve, Manila, He then came o Bris
hans, and to all concernod appoared o
be most  favourably impressed,  and
agread to join the board of divectors.

* The guestion of B:El)rtin conl then
arpss, and Mr. Bleigh said he eould
arrange the matter, the only question

boing the rebate of port dues of 0, |
ton on export conl,  This rebnto wis
that time gazetted every six months, o
Mr. Bleigh pointed out that if bo sigr
n confroct at 8 sof price with any ov
sogs plionts and that he then losg tho !
jree ton rebate, this would aifect the b
ne=s conaiderably.  We then sugges
thut he should seo the Minister
Mines and =ee what could be done
the makter,

“Mr. Sleigh, Mr. Froderick Lio
Dawson, and mysell interviewed |
Minister for Mines on or aboug
February, 1927, Mr. Jones quite renls
the position we wera in and said he wo
do all in his power to holp us, but &
matier was outaside his department,

" Mr. Jooes rang tho Promier, 2
MeCormack, nnd arranged an appoi
ment for us for the mext day,
Dawson, Mr. Bleigh, and mysell il
wonk to Cinterview  the  Premier, o
explained the position fully to him,
stated that he realised our position |
for certain roasens he did not think
ndvisable o pnEs ne Acl af Parlinm
making *the rebate of S, per ton p
muanent, but he gave ua his aesara
that =0 long ns he remained Promier
Gueensland the 8d. per ton rebate wor
he made. This arrangement wos qu
satizfactory to Mr. Sleigh, and af
tnlking for a fow minutes we rose
lenve the room, Mr. McCormack wall
to tho door with us and shook la
with all of ns, but as wo wero goi
out of the door he said, * Mr, Bleigh
would like to see you for a fow minuts
Mr, Dnwson and myeelf left the roe
and it was fully half sn hour befs
Mr. Sleigh came oot of the reom. (
sugpicions wers aronsed by this and
asleed Mr. 8leigh if Mr, MceCormack i!
been trying to aell him Bowen coal,
said, " Well, no, not exactly.’

* After this interview, Mr. Sleigh w
suddenly cold on our proposition, o
returnod ta Melbourne without giving
anyibing definite as to his intentio
We mode further ingquiries. and fr
information received we undorstood
was making arrangements to buy Baon
conl.

“ A litkle later, Mr. Dawson went
Sydnoy and callod nt Mr. Sleigh's Svds
office.  After considerable trouble
found sut that Me, Sleigh had left
Brisbane the following afternoon, Thi:
ing that it waz on our business, A
Dawson  immedintely wired me, and
met the Bydnoy mail that evening, o
Mr, Bleigh scomed most surpriand to
mo there,  However, he did oot s
oven then that he had tuened oue p
positian down, but told me he was gol
to Bowsn to inspect some  cattle,
naturally kpow that Bowen coal v
really his mission to Bowen.

“In my opinion, il was entively 3
MeCormack's  fault ihnt Mr. Bloi
turned  this proposition down, ns pr
to sosing him he appeared moat enil
r.iu__q!.in_'. anad T nyunat Y that the Minis
t‘jr MJ‘II[‘H Wis st :'4|llr|l'm|l IIIIII L
not mention Bowen coal to Mr, Slei
and aleo pesunrod us that he would g
A any hulp b |:||.'|m|“1|3r eaald.""
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That & Mr. Hart's stotoment, and, if
anyone studies it, they can gee its truth for
ithemselyos,

T edo not wish to labour this matber very
mech Jengor, bt 1 think I have shown quits
comolusively the facts with rogard o this
contract with Me, Sleigh, which originated
with tho late Promier, Mr. MeCormack, and
the late SBeorotary for Mines, Br, J:ﬂl'll!'!-.
anet T repent that, although the latter signed
it, he had & very imperiect knowledge of its
contonts,  The publip of Qu!‘!t‘li‘l‘ﬂh@!q have
sustained a hoge loas through giving to
Mr, Hleigh the right to demand 500 tons of
Bowen coal por day af a cost From 4=, to Ba.
lowor than the price charged to all other
purchasers, Mr, Sloigh was not required
to toke any coal; he eould tnke il of leave
it, to serve his own interests.  Thers wos no
|||'4:|1'i.|=in1:| whatever in the contract to cover
increased production costs or inoroases in the
valuwo of coal. The reault has been that for
several months Mr, Sleigh  inereased  his
demands for coal, nnd the Government ware
foreed 18 supply him under his contract,
1n comsequence n profit of £226 for the four
wooks anded Bth Februaey, 1829, was furmed
into a loss of £360 for the four weeks ondod
gth Mauarch, 1920, The following four weeks,
ended 6th April, 1929, showed a loss of

a0,

Mr. Haxpox : From what are Fou :lhdli]ig?

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: I am
quotling  my supervisor's report, which 3=
gent in manthly.

GoverRsMEsT Mesmsers : Hear, hear!

The SBECRETARY FOR M_[NE?}: 1
honestly thought that, with the intelligence
the hon, member is blesed with, hbe would
know that without asking the guestion. The
cnose of thess losses was Mr. Sleigh and his
contraek,

The supervisor of Biate conlmines, in his
report dntod 23th June, 1923, as well as in
previous reports, lenvis no room for argu-
ment. In that report he stated—

i Bloigh's contract woe again reapon-
wible for Bowen's loss, and while ho con-
tinues to tako the major portion of the
antput losses were to be cxpected, as his
prico is much bolow the eost of produe-
tion, and an average of 45 below geneeal
prices.  Tho sooner the contract ter
minated the better, In my opinion, it
sorves no useful purpose.”

Atherton, M.L.A., Minister for Mines. 7

A Sorry Piece of Business.

In gonclusion, I can ooly say thabt Me
Bloigh's gain iz uweensland's loss, and t_hm
responsible for this sorey picee of business
W'ilfnﬁlll:] it very difficult jo make excuses or
snfiafactory cxplanations for their action in
this matter,

I might say also at thiz juncture that 1
had mot been In my a weak beforo
Mr. Bleigh wanted a ronowal of the agree.
ment, NWaturally he would want a remewsl.

Mr. Kexxy: INd you give it o him?

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: Did I
frive it to him ! Thoos the sum rise in the
west 7 (Laughter.) Within the last threo
weeks he has offered me an addittonsl Ss.
i:er ton [or anv exira oonl that I can supply.
f this man is now propared to offer bs. por
ton more for any extra coal that I can
supply, it shows conclusively that he is mak-
ing a prolit of at the very lonst Bs. poer ton,
becawse I do not think Mr. Blei 18 mo
patriotic that ho is going to ‘pure.ﬁ-m ool
uu:,i for the sake of being helpful to Queens-
and,

I think I have shown that the Bowen
Btate Coal Mine, where Mr, Sleigh exer-
viged hiz option shows o o=, Any
month when he does not exercise that option
and buvs vory little conl, the Bowen minoe is
capable of showing quite a ressonable profit,
which substantintes my statement that the
mora goal wo sell to Bleigh the mere money
we lose. A eertain amount of this coal 1s
wold in Auvstralia-and & cerfain amwount over-
zons. I had the fgures in my hand, but I
hove mislaid them, and T shall not keep
hon, members any longer on this question.

The present Government  have  fulfilled
their promises _righ: up to the hilt, Hon,
members opposite apparently cannot roason.
COpe momont they find fault with the Go-
vernment for keeping our promises, and the
next they find foult becavse they say wo
do mot.  That has been going on ever since
I have been gitting in my seat in this
Chamber, I am content o lenve the matber
in the hands of the public of Quoensland, 1
nr quites sure, as [ said befora, that peopls
who are not as narrow in the forehead as
& pardine will look ot the matter in & broad-
minded mannor—and no ordinary business
man can look st it in any other way—and
will ndmit that what 1 have said here
to-night fully substaniistes my argumont.

GoversMENT Mensens: Hoar, hear|

A. J. Cumaiyg, Government Printer, Brisbane



