Coming to Australia as a boy in
1844, John Atherton pioneered with
caffle in many paris before

settling on the Atherfon Tableland.
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NLAND from Cairns 86
I years ago, bullock-waggons
of pioneer settler John

Atherton struggled over rough ter-
rain and through dense jungle on
to the tableland which now bears
his name,

When Atherton died somg 35 years
later, towns had grown from rich
mineral deposits he found and farms
and orchards prospered on deep, vol-
canic soil where once marauding
natives gorged on speared cattle.

Atherton was a boy of seven when
he arrived in Port Jackson in 1844
with his farming family from Laneca-

o

Impenetrable rain forests forced Atherton fo make lengthy detours on his way
to the tableland named after him. He made the journey with bullock waggons.
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Moving ever further north in quest
of new pastures he eventually found
 the tableland now named after him

shire. They had come to try their luck
in N.S.W. They made their way to
Armidale, miles north of Sydney, and
settled on the sheep property, Bald
Blair.

As a young man, Atherton heard
reports of even better pastures being
opened in Queensland, The reports
appealed to his youthful imagination
and drive—qualities he never lost—
and at the age of 20 he and his elder
brother James moved north with
sheep in search of new fields. Months
of travelling took them to the Rock-
hampton district, where they set up
Rosewood station. The rest of the
family followed, carting possessions in
three bullock-waggons and driving
2,000 head of cattle,

This was the first of many moves
Atherton was to make in search of
ideal pastures, Alwaye the path led
north. His marriage at 25 to Cather-
ing Grainger, daughter of a police
inspector, did not deter him from his
questing for she was the right mate
for a venturesome man.

In the early seventies, Atherion
absorbed the reports of explorer
James Mulligan

his two young sons fought them off.

The second major barrier was
Atherton scrub—impenetrable jungle
around which they had to find a way.
They found one at the foot of the
Walsh Bluff Range, and then turned
east to the Barron River,

Long weeks of hardship had
brought them to a place of well-
prassed river-flats and open forest,
with a wealth of giant walnut trees,
cedars, pine and several other valuable
timbers.

Crossing to the east bank of the
Barron, the Athertons pitched camp
near the junction with Emerald
Creek. There at long last, the wan-
derer stayed. He was 41.

The property, which he named
Emerald End, consisted of five parts
which together made up 170 square
miles. Its - focal point was - the solid
homestead Atherton built where he
first camped. Of sawn cedar and logs,
with a large chimney of bricks made
from ant-bed clay and kitchen quarters
of stone slabs and mud bricks, it with-
stood the cyclone which came soon
afterwards and flattened year-old

LCairns, Apart from

after he had com-
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galvanised iron,
which has replaced

pleted one  of
several expeditions
he made in the
southern portion of Cape York
Peninsula, When diggers rushed the

gold-bearing district of the Palmer
River, which Mulligan had discover-
ed, Atherton went along too to assess
the stock-bearing capabilities of the
country for himself. He went with
catile, for diggers must eat. Though
he always tested the sands of any
creck by which he camped, minerals
Werg a secondary interest to him.

As a result of the Palmer Rijver
trip Atherton became interested in the
Upper Burdekin district, However,
he eventually decided against it and
established a property, Basalt Downs,
on the Herbert River. Then, in 1878,
there was another goldrush, this time
to the Hodgkinson River, south of the
Palmer. A town began to take shape
and soon, with thousands of meat-
hungry men, a steady market was
assured for the stock of any settler
within reasonable distance,

Basalt Downs was sold, and the
Athertons moved for the last time.
The cattle were driven by Atherton
and his two eldest sons, Edmund, 15,
and William, 11, Catherine, driving a
buggy, led two bullock waggons
loaded with goods and five younger
children.

Slowly the party went north along
the Wild River over the Herberton
Range. Aggressive natives barred the
way, but drawing the vehicles closer
and guarding the cattle, Atherton and

the original shingl-
ed roof, the house
still stands as Atherton built it with
the help of Chinese labour,

The family needed its protection,
for the natives were dangerous. Ather-
ton was often away working stock and
in his absence Catherine and the
children slept in cne room with fire-
arms, and the windows tichtly shut-
tered. Many a sleepless night she
spent, rifle in hand, listening tensely to
the small sounds of prowling natives
stealthily, but vainly trying to find a
way in. Atherton had built well.

He himself was forced to constant
vigilance when he had cattle in the
Barron and Clohsey valleys, for the
native threat was always present. His
cattle were speared at a rate of one a
day, which was more than he could
afford, and for that reason Emerald
End at first did not prosper.

Alert as he was, the natives almost
killed him one morning, Unsuspect-
ingly he rode into an ambush, Spur-
ring his mount and drawing a pistol
he raced a hail of flying spears from
the suddenly yelling mob. Not until
too late did he see a stone axe spin-
ning toward him. It struck him with
a stunning blow, wounding him in the
head. Dazed, and blinded by blood,
Atherton fought the natives off, He
carried the scar of this wound for the
rest of his life,

Shorily after he had
Emerald End, Atherton

settled at
discovered
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' The Athertons of Queensiand

i

EARLY in 1860 the Athertons of
Armidale, one of the district's
pioneer grazing families, began
assembling @ mighty cavalcode
that was to drive thousands of miles north
in one of the great pastoral movements of
Australian history. - :
Week after week great herds of cattle poured

into the paddocks near the homestead. By early
June more tharr 2000 -Sherthorms packed. the

surrounding acres.

Meanwhile, the wagons, pack-horses and
hacks were being prepared — three bullock

wagons, a horse
wagon, a string of
packhorses and
dozens of re-
mounts. The his-
toric day came
in J'l]l]ri

Edmund Atherton, his
wife and their seven child-
ren set off at the head of
the mighty parade for their
new holding on the Fitzroy
River agbout 50 miles north
of Rockhampton,

Thus began one of the

eat pastoral epics of our

istory — an epic in which
a single family, driven by
sheer determination, hacked
holdings from the wilder-
ness, created the prosperous
town of Marecha and gave
fits name to the famous
Atherton Tablelands,

The sgtory of the remark-
ahle Atherfons began in 1844
when the Lancaskhico
Edmund Atherfon, his wife
and family landed in Syd-
ney Intent on exploiting the
colony’s pastoral prospects.

Although  burdened with
seven young children Ather-
ton wasted no time equip-
{Jinn‘ an expedition and set-
ing out for Armidale on the
rich New England Table-
lands,

There Atherton established
a sheep run which he called
Bald Blair. And it was there
two more children were born
bringing his total family to
slx sons and two {]nug‘h{ers

TOO SMALL

Although the sheep ron
prospered, Edmund could
see, by 1857, that his holding
was becoming too small for
hiz growing family.

He must expand, he de-
clded. And tropical Queens-
land seemed to offer allur-
Ing prospécts.

Mevertheless, refwuslng to
throw away the substance
of Bald Blair for an illu-
sionary dreamland, Edmund
decided that his two elder
sons, James and John,
should take 1500 sheep and
test the pastoral richness of
HNorth Queensland.

After a trek lasting several
months the brothers seitied
on a Fitgroy River properiy
named Rosewood and got Lo
work building a homestead
hig enough to accommuodate
the rest of the family.

When preparations were
nearing  completion, John
Atherton sent a message to
his father saying the prop-
erty was almost ready for
the family.

In the letter John sug-
gested that the land was
better sulted to cattle than
sheep. And that was why
Edmund Atherton got toe
ether the huge herd of
000 Shorthorns,

With the family settled
together again, Edmund be-

o farmor —— i
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The homestead on Emerald End, the Atherten holding that has become par

Gueensland’s pastoral history, The: prosperous - fown

Ea_n developing the rich
alding while some of the
boys, with thelr father's
backing, moved on to ad-
foining land.

In 1862 when John Ather-
ton was 25, he married a
police inspector's daughter,
Catherine Granger, and be-
gan raising his own family.

In 1873, just 10 years after
old Edmund’s death, James
Venture Mulligan dlscovered
gold on the Palmer River
and the great rush began,

John Atherton found in
the Cape York bonanza an
opportunity to - build his
cattle business into what
might become a pastoral
empire.

Droving a huge cattle herd
across country towards the

Palmer River about 600
miles north of " Rosewood,
John  Atherfonn pushed

through unexplored terri-
tory teeming with cannibal-
istic Aboriginals.

Reaching the gold-fields
after ome of the toughest
treks in the State's history,
Atherton sold ks -herd to
the meat-starved prospec-
tors at a big -profit then
maoved towards the Burdekin
and Herbert Rivers head-
watler searching for grazing
land.

In the end he settled for
an enormous property, Bas-
alt "Downs, between the
Great Dividing Range and
the formidable mountain
backeground to- Townsville
and ckingham Bay. The
property had a frontage of
about 120 miles.

Intent now on providing
meat for the expanding
Palmer River goldflelds,
John Atherton hurrled back

founded by John Atherfon.

to Rosewood to drive a fresh
herd to hiz new selection.

But unwilling to expose
his wife and young children
to the hazards of a long
trek  through some of the
roughest Australlan terrain
with the constant danger of
Aboriginagl attack, he de=
cided to send his family to
Townsville by ship.

IA!E'I'EI‘IT Rosewood im
January 1875 Atherton push-
ed his stock north-west, left
them at his new station and
hurried back to Townsville
hoping he would be able to
get his young family into
their new home before the
wet season set in.

The wet had still not ar-
rived when Atherton ropde
into Townsville. But it
came down with a venge-
ance when he and his family
were struggling along  the
ridges of the crescent-shap-
ed Seaview Range.

HURRICANES

For the next two months
the Athertons remained on
the range, There they en-
dured some of the most vio=
lent  hurricanes of the
decade.

Arriving finally at the
homestead (he family settled
in only to find themselves
canght up a yvear later in
John Atherton’s wanderlust
and inherent shrewdness.

Anticipating the collapse
of the Palmer River bonanza,
Atherton decided to maove
even farther north towards
the new Hodegkinson River
goldfields.

Selling Basalt Downs to a
distriet sguatter, William
McDowell, Atherton pre-

PASTORAL
FAMILY §
. THRIVED *
ON ADVERSITY

of Mareeba nearby was

Faarm his cattle, horses and
mily for the 250 mile drove
to a propetty he had selec-
ted inland from Cairns,

Atherton  and his two
eldest sons, the 13-vear-old
Edmund, and William, two
years younger, took charge
of the 1500 cattle and 100
horses leaving QCatherine
with the five remaining
children, a bugzy and two
hulloek wagons.

_The advance was slow and

g#gonising, Often  Atherton,
and the children who were
hysically capable of help-
ng, - had to  hack tracks
through dense scrub.

The Herberton Range
seemed  impassable ungi]
Atherton declded to winch
the wa%nns over the ob-
stacle with block and tackle,

But in the end the range
was behind them and the
family moved inlo the ter-
ritory of the untamed, mur-
derous Aboriginals,

Then one day late In
1877 Atherton was riding at
the head of his cattle when
he entered a porge;  He
looked carefully about him
but could see nothing sus-
plelous,

It happened suddenly —
a mob of screaming natives
charged out of the surround-
ing bush, spears ralsed, The
first Aight was in the air
when Atherton fired his re-
volwer.

Realising he had no hope
of helding off the Aborigi-
nals, Atherton swung his
mount around and spurred
it straight at the catile,

The beasts In turn, ‘spun
on their tracks and stam-
peded back along the gorge.

Nor was Catherine Ather-
ton inactive., Alerted by the
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STORICAL

Jdohn Atherton, driving vast herds of cattle ahead of

him, trekked thousands of miles over North Queens-
land before finding his pastoral paradise.

pistel shot, she turned the
wagon and buggies out of
the  stampeding = cattle's
path and formed the ve-
hicles Into a barricade.

When Atherton  galloped
up to the improvised fort
Catherine and the children
had already taken the rifles
from the wagon and were
loadding them.

Atherton and his sons,
Edmund and William, each
g “hhed a i

B¢ L Ten fhe pursuing natives

canie into sight.

The first. volley stopped

the: Aboriginals in  their
tracks. The next drop
three and sent the rest flee-
ing back into the safety of
the bush.
" After that, the cavaleade
continued its advance with-
out: further hindrance.
Atherton felt sure he would
make it now. Then he en-
countered the impenetrable
jungle, later Eknown as
Atherton Scrub.

Yet the amazing ploneer
refused to admit defeat.

Driving the herd ahead
he somehow negotiated the
hagardous pcountry around
the jongle below, Walsh
Bluff Range, coming at last
to the Barron River high
above the new settlement of
Cairns,

A river meant nothing to
John Atherton by this, He
spent days getting the cattle
and . vehicles over, resting
only” when he came to a
tranquil creek.

It. was the lush green
banms-ef this creek that in-

spired Atherton to name his o

new  homestead - Emerald
End.

Now at 41 years of age
and after 20 restless years
of searching, John Atherton
had found his dream pas-
ture-in a vast 170-square-
mile  tropical garden.

Xet his troubles were not
over for the local Aborigi-
nals, resenting the white in-
trusion into their hunting
grounds, harried the family
continuously.

When Atherton was away
tending the property the
rest of the family slept in
the shuttered kitchen with
Catherine Atherton stand-
ing by a window with a
cocked rifle. .

Atherten himself had
many escapes from  death
at the hands Of the natives,
like the time he rode into

a defile on his property
known as Clohesy Valley,

The settler did not suspect
an ambush. At least he
didn't untll otie of the
Aboriginals walting in am-
bugh betrzyed the death
trap by hefting his spear a
few seconds too soon.

Blasting a revolver shot
into the serub  Atherton
rammed the spurs into his
mount’s flanks and rammed

rough -g—-8izbt of
SPeRrs,

He was almost elear when
& stone -axe smashed- into
the slde of his head.

Reeling in the saddle and
with .blood blinding him,
Atherton blasted off random
shots from his revolver and
gave the horse its head.

MAREEBA

Despite many  sirnflar
attacks Atherton refused to
budge from his holding, And
he was still thers when
other settlers moved into the
district to be followed by
police patrols.

In the peacefunl era that
followed Atherton discovered
tin at a place named Tin-
Ao,

As a result of this dis-
covery the Great Northern
mine, the first lode tin evep
discovered in  Australla,
came into being.

For the convenlence of tin
Ermpecmrs passing clopse to

is homestead on their way
to the field, Atherton built
& store and shanty,

Andd from-these two build=
Ings sprang the thrivin
wnt of Mareeba, the hul
of the Australian tobacco=
growing Industry.

In 1302 Catherine Ather-

ton was killed when a buggy
in which she was travelling
turned tortle, John never
really recovered from the
tragedy.
Eleven years later when In
his red shirt, cabbggetres
hat and riding a =small don-
key he was one of Mareeba's
best-known fipures, John
Atherton dled suddenly, He
was 78,

& When the American
soprano, Geraldine Far-
rar, combined with En-
rico Caruso, U.5. opera
entered its golden era.
The sopranc’s story ap-
pears on this page to--
morrow
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